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Ex-aide to Putin died of blunt force trauma at D.C. hotel,
medical examiner says
By Peter Hermann and Michael Birnbaum  March 10

A former aide to Russian President Vladimir Putin who was found dead in a Dupont Circle hotel room in November
died of blunt force trauma to the head, the D.C. medical examiner’s office said Thursday.

Mikhail Lesin, 59, also suffered injuries to his neck, torso and upper and lower extremities, the medical examiner

said in a statement. The medical examiner had not concluded whether the injuries were the result of a crime, an

accident or some other means.

Dustin Sternbeck, the D.C. police department’s chief spokesman, said the case remains under investigation. He

would not say whether the medical examiner’s ruling means a crime may have been committed. “We’re not willing to

close off anything at this point,” Sternbeck said.

Russian officials complained Thursday that the United States was not keeping them informed about the

investigation.

“The Russian Embassy in the United States has repeatedly sent a request through diplomatic channels about the

investigation into the death of a Russian citizen,” said Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova, in a

post on Facebook. “The U.S. side has not provided us with any substantive information. We are waiting for

clarification from Washington and the relevant official details on the progress of the investigation.”

Lesin’s body was found before noon Nov. 5 in a room at the Dupont Circle Hotel, in the 1500 block of New

Hampshire Avenue NW.

Authorities on Thursday released no other information about the mysterious death of Lesin, a prominent political

figure who once served as a press minister and an executive of GazpromMedia, a holding company that controls
several popular television channels and other media outlets. It was unclear why Lesin was in Washington.

Citing his longterm illnesses, family members told Russian news media in November that they thought Lesin had

suffered a heart attack.
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Sasha and Malia Obama attend their first state dinner

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau -- himself the child of a world
leader -- paid special tribute to the first daughters.

Defending the sucker punch at Trump rally. Suspect
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Man charged was old west "gun slingin" hobbyist nicknamed "quickdraw
McGraw."

Neil deGrasse Tyson is super wrong about how sex
works

A lot of science writers are tweeting about duck sex now, so that's a plus.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/reliable-source/wp/2016/03/10/sasha-and-malia-obama-attend-their-first-state-dinner/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_1_na
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/03/11/trump-supporters-defend-the-sucker-punch-just-a-little-poke-on-the-beak/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_2_na
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/03/11/neil-degrasse-tyson-is-super-wrong-about-how-sex-works/?tid=hybrid_experimentrandom_3_na

